
McMinnville Water & Light
Commission Meeting
October 20,2020

The McMinnville Water and Light Commission met in regular session at 5:00 pm This
meeting was conducted electronically via Zoom. The meeting was live streamed on
YouTube at htlps:i i \\ \\ \\ .\ outube.com./channel/UC Xa8l4W09mzOp8O3 l fo-5r/1ive.

Those present rvere: Mayor Scott Hill, Commissioners Tom Tankersley, Ed Gormley,
Patrick Fuchs, and Jody Christensen (oined at 5:09 pm).
Absent: None.
Staff present: General Manager John Dietz, General Counsel Sam Justice, Clerk Trena
McManus, Finance Director Mark Dunmire, Water Division Director James Burke, Electric
Division Director Scott Rosenbalm, Human Resources Generalist Marci Humlie, Purchasing
Manager Chad Hudson, Power Resource Manager Jaime Phillips, and IT Manager Thad
Woodworth.
Visitors present: Brent Keller of Mason, Bruce & Girard and Scott Cooper of McMinnville
Economic Development Partnership (MEDP).

Mayor Hill called the meeting to order.

Clerk McManus took roll call

Mayor Hill read the items on the consent agenda and asked if the Commission wanted to
remove any items.

It rvas moved by Commissioner Gormley, seconded by Commissioner Fuchs, and passed by
a unanimous vote to approve the items listed on the consent agenda:

Mayor Hill asked ifthere were any questions regarding the accounts payable and purchasing
reports that were included in the commission packet.

Mr. Brent Keller of Mason, Bruce & Girard (MB&G) gave his monthly report on lorest
management activities.

Commissioner Christensen joined the meeting at 5:09 pm.

Scott Cooper, McMinnville Economic Development Partnership (MEDP) Executive
Director, updated the commission on MEDP activities and thanked the commissioners for
their support as a funding partner.

Power Resource Manager Jaime Phillips updated the commission on the status of MW&L,s
conservation program that includes Bonneville Power Administration's (BpA) Energy
Efficiency Incentive (EEI) allocation of$1,695,028 for the October 1, 2020-september 30,
2021 rate period. Ms. Phillips reported rhat at the halfivay point of the rate period, MW&L
has paid out or authorized incentives totaling $808,246, which is 5l% ofthe EEI budget.
Staffplans to continue its efforts to promote conservation incentives and serve as many
customers as the EEI budget allows in the second halfofthe rate period.

Ms. Phillips also updated the commission on MW&L's decision to rejoin the Northwest
Requirements utilities Q'IRU) as a member. NRU is a non-profit trade association that
serves BPA Load Following and Network Transmission customers. NRU advocates on
behalf of its members for cost-effective and reliable wholesale power supply and
transmission service from BPA. Mw&L dues for NRU membership in 2021 are estimated at
$40,500 and was approved by the commission as part of the Fy20/2 I budget.

2&'9,

a. Minutes of rrrevious meetine dated September 15.2020.
b. Commission approval of Amendment No. 2 to Utility Tree Trimming Contract with

Rick Alvarez. dba Associated Arborists. to extend the term to October 31. 2021 . and
to provide for a combined maximum price amount of$597.022.42. and authorize the
mavor and clerk to sien the amendment. pursuant to ORS 13 7-047-0800( 1Xd).
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Ms. Phillips' final commission update was on the Renewable Energy Certificate (REC)
market and the status of MW&L's REC portfolio. In 2019, after the commission declared a
certain quantity ofRECs as surplus, staffproceeded to solicit formal proposals for the
potential sale of RECs. Ultimately, the commission rejected all proposals. Staff continues to
receive periodic interest in RECs from brokers. After a discussion, the commission took no
action on this. Staff will continue to follow this issue and periodically update the
commission.

Electric Division Director Scott Rosenbalm informed the commission that MW&L received
notice from Associated Arborists in July 2020 that they had not billed for use oftheir chipper
as listed in the contract dated November 1, 2016 (3-year term). Associated Arborists
submitted invoices and requested payment lbr the chipper hours back to the beginning of the
contract in the amount of $25,742.40.
The maximum approved contract amount for the three-year contract was $1,271,032.11.
Total previous amounts billed from November l, 2016 to October 31, 2019 were
$1,268,753.15. During a commission discussion, it was noted that the commission's
authority to pay for the previously unbilled chipper hours under the approved contract is
capped at the approved maximum contract amount. The consensus of the commission was
to approve payment to Associated Arborists lor the billing of the chipper hours within the
maximum contract amount ($2,278.96).

Commissioner Christensen left the meeting at 6:00 pm

At 6: l6 pm, Mayor Hill called for executive sessions pursuant to the following:

I . ORS 192.660(2) (t) to consider information and records that are exempt from public
disclosure under ORS 192.501(23) relating to identifying security measures,
individual, building, and information processing; and

2. ORS 192.660(2)(d) to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the
governing body to carry on labor negotiations; and

3. ORS 192.660(2)(D to consider information or records that are exempt by law from
public inspection under ORS 192.355(4) relating to confidential or privileged records
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General Manager John Dietz updated the commission on the status of measures MW&L has
taken during the COVID-19 event. Mr. Dietz reported that since the last commission
meeting, two employees that work in the main office tested positive for COVID-19. The
affected employees were quarantined per CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
guidelines. All employees working in the main office were tested for COVID-I9 per
MW&L's request, and those results were all negative. Both test-positive employees have
been cleared and have retumed to work. As of October 14,2020, $292,950 in late penalties,
delinquent processing charges, credit card transaction fees, and reconnect fees have been
waived. Govemor Brown's current state emergency declaration is in effect until November
3, 2020. Anticipating another extension of the emergency declaration on the state level,
MW&L staff presented a proposed resolution that would extend MW&L's state-of-
emergency declaration until November 18, 2020. Counsel Justice read Resolution 2020-28
by title only. It was moved by Commissioner Gormlev and seconded by Commissioner
Fuchs to aoprove Resolution No. 2020-28. a resolution by the Citv of McMinnville. a
municipal corporation ofthe State ofOreeon. actins by and through its Water and Light
Commission ("MW&L"). declarins and extending a state of emersency with resard to
operation of the water and lisht plants of the City of McMinnville ("the Citv"). The clerk
was asked to poll the Commission. Mayor Hill-aye. Commissioner Tankersle),-a),e.
Commissioner Gormley-aye. Commissioner Fuchs-aye. Motion passed unanimously.

General Counsel Sam Justice inlormed the Commission that it is time for General Manager
John Dietz's annual perfbrmance evaluation. It was recommended that two commissioners
be appointed to initiate a performance review of the general manager in preparation ofthe
commission performance review. It was moved bv Commissioner Tankersley. seconded by
Commissioner Fuchs. and passed by a unanimous vote that Commissioner Gormlev and
Commissioner Christensen initiate a performance review of General Manaser John Dietz and
report back to the Commission.
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The mayor asked those not involved in the executive session(s) to leave the room (virtual
meeting). No press was present to be advised not to report on the subject matter ofthe
executive session. General Counsel Justice announced that the commission would reconvene
the regular public meeting after conclusion ofthe executive sessions. The first executive
session began at 6:16 pm.

The first session concluded at 6:22 pm, and the commission continued in executive session.

At 6:23 pm, Mayor Hill called for an Executive Session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(d) to
conduct deliberations with persons designated by the goveming body to carry on labor
negotiations and asked those not involved in the Executive Session to leave the room (virtual
meeting). No press was present to be advised not to report on the subject matter ofthe
executive session.

The second session concluded at 6:27 pm and the commission continued in executive
sesslon.

At 6:28 pm, Mayor Hill called for an Executive Session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(D to
consider information or records that are exempt by law from public inspection under ORS
192.355(4) relating to confidential or privileged records and asked those not involved in the
Executive Session to leave the room (virtual meeting). No press was present to be advised
not to report on the subject matter of the executive session.

Mayor Hill reconvened the regular meeting at 6:59 pm.

Noting the discussion in executive session regarding [abor negotiations, General Manager
Dietz stated that contract negotiations went well, and the collective bargaining employees are
scheduled to vote on the proposed agreement on October 21, 2020. MW&L staff described
the agreed upon contract tems to the commission. It was moved bv Commissioner
Tankerslev . seconded by Commissioner Fuchs. and oassed by a unanim ous vote to approve
the asreem ent between McMinnville Water and Licht and Intemational Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local Union No. 125 as described in the meetins record by staff (contract
term January 1, 2021-December 3 1 , 2023). and to authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the
agreement once the barsainins emoloyees approve the orooo sed agreement.

General Manager John Dietz reported that staff did a greatjob responding to the positive
COVID-19 cases in the workplace and following the appropdate safety protocols helped to
prevent the further spread of the virus.

The commission recognized staff for their efforts in successfully negotiating the union
contract.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm

Prepared by: presided by:

Trena McManus, Clerk Mayor & Ex-Officio Member of the
Water and Light Commission
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