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At McMinnville Water & Light, we are committed to providing our
customers with high quality drinking water at an excellent value.
We understand that clean, safe drinking water is essential to our
community’s overall quality of life. An abundant supply of safe
drinking water and a reliable water system is necessary to protect
public health, provide fire protection, and support continued
community development and economic growth.
McMinnville Water & Light is pleased to provide you with our 2016
Water Quality Report. This report provides you with important
information about drinking water and McMinnville’s water system,
including a summary of water quality tests performed to ensure the
safety of your drinking water. We are happy to report that your
drinking water continues to meet and exceed all State and Federal
health standards. For more information or questions about this
report, please contact Robert Klein at 503-472-6158.

McMinnville’s Water Source To Tap

McMinnville Water & Light’s (MW&L’s) watershed
and source water supply is located in the Coast Mountain
Range northwest of McMinnville. The watershed is mainly
undeveloped forest, most of which is owned and protected
by MW&L. Surface runoff from rain and snow melt is
impounded in McGuire and Haskins Reservoirs and is
the source of your drinking water.

This water is treated at the Norman Scott Water Treatment Plant,
which operates 24 hours a day / 365 days per year and has the capacity to treat up
to 22 million gallons of water per day. After treatment, the water flows 10 miles
through two large water transmission lines into four water storage reservoirs
located west of the City. The water from these storage reservoirs flows through MW&L’s
water distribution system to supply the City of McMinnville with an abundant source of
high quality drinking water.

Savings Through Conservation
ACTIVITY

AVG PER USE

CONSERVATION TIPS

Toilet
Flushing

3 gallons

Toilet leaks often go undetected. To check for a leak, lift off the toilet
tank lid and put a dye tablet or food coloring into the toilet tank.
If color appears in the bowl after 30 minutes, you have a leak.

Showering

30-40 gallons

Take a shorter shower. The average shower uses 5 gallons of water
per minute, so a shorter shower could reap big savings. Also, replace
showerheads with low flow models.

Dishwasher 7 gallons

Run only full loads. The same amount of water is needed whether
you run a half or full load of dishes.

Clothes
Washer

31 gallons

Replace your older clothes washer with a new low water use, energy
efficient model.

Faucet

26 gallons per
Do you have an older faucet? Consider adding an aerator to the
household per day faucet to reduce water usage.

Outdoor
Watering

10 gallons per
minute

Water in the late evening or early morning. Adjust your settings
each month to account for a change in rainfall and temperature,
since different months have different watering needs. Transform a
portion of your yard into a low-water-use landscape.

Water Quality
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water
which must provide the same protection for public health.
Drinking water, both tap and bottled, originate from sources such as rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals. In some regions, water may
even pick up substances result-ing from the presence of radioactive material, animals or
from human activity. Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected
to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.
The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791
or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater.

DEFINITIONS
AL or Action Level: The concentration of a
contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers
treatment or other requirements which a water
system must follow.
Coliform Bacteria: Coliform bacteria are an
“indicator” organism common in the environment
and in all warm blooded animals and humans.
While generally not harmful, the presence of
these bacteria in drinking water indicates that the
water may be contaminated with other disease
causing organisms.
Clearwell: Structure to store treated drinking
water prior to entering the Distribution System.

MCL or Maximum Contaminant Level:
The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the
MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

MCLG or Maximum Contaminant Level
Goal: The level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or expected
risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

MRDL or Maximum Residual Disinfectant
Level: The highest level of disinfectant allowed
in drinking water. There is convincing evidence
that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for
control of microbial contaminants.

MRDLG or Maximum Residual
Disinfectant Level Goal: The level of a
drinking water disinfectant below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants
to control microbial contaminants.

N/A: Not Applicable.
NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units.
A measurement of the cloudiness of water.

ppb: parts per billion.
ppm: parts per million.
TT or Treatment Technique: A required

CONTAMINANTS WHICH MAY BE PRESENT IN SOURCE WATER INCLUDE:

process intended to reduce the level of a
contaminant in drinking water.

Microbial
Contaminants

Such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

Inorganic
Contaminants

Such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil
and gas production, mining or farming.

Turbidity: A measure of the water’s clarity. High
turbidity results from suspended soil and organic
matter in the water. Turbidity is monitored
because it provides a good indicator of the
filtration system’s effectiveness.

Pesticides and
Herbicides

Which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, stormwater
runoff, and residential uses.

Organic
Chemical
Contaminants

Including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals which are byproducts of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas
stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

Radioactive
Contaminants

Which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

WTP: Water Treatment Plant.

2016 Water Quality Test Results:

Important Health Information
INFORMATION ABOUT LEAD IN DRINKING WATER:
Over the past year, the topic of lead in drinking water has been heavily covered by the news media. Many reports, studies and articles addressing
lead in drinking water have also been released which has triggered important discussions about the safety of the nations’ drinking water supplies.
This has heightened the awareness of consumers who may question the safety of their own water. McMinnville Water & Light takes our
responsibility to protect our customers from lead exposure very seriously. We comply with all State and Federal regulations under the Lead and
Copper Rule and all required testing for lead and copper has consistently met EPA standards.
Lead does not come from the water source, treatment plant or water mains. Lead in drinking water comes from lead service lines which may
be present in older homes or from older plumbing where lead pipe solder and fixtures containing lead were used. If the water in contact with
services and fixtures containing lead is corrosive (acidic and higher in dissolved oxygen), there can be an increased risk of lead contamination.
McMinnville Water & Light is not aware of any lead service lines in our water system and our water is not corrosive, so an incident of excessive
lead contamination is highly unlikely to happen in McMinnville.
If you are unsure if the plumbing in your home contains lead, consult with a licensed plumber to determine if lead solder or fixtures containing
lead were used in your home. The only way to know for certain if you have lead in your tap water is to have the water tested by a certified
laboratory. A list of certified laboratories in Oregon may be found at
http://public.health.oregon.gov/LaboratoryServices/EnvironmentalLaboratoryAccreditation/Documents/AllLabsDWMatrix.pdf

NOTICE ABOUT LEAD:

NOTICE TO IMMUNO-COMPROMISED PERSONS:

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and
components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
McMinnville Water and Light is responsible for providing high
quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials
used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or
cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791) or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Some people may be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immunocompromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking
water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk
of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Source Water Assessment
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and Oregon Health Authority (OHA) completed a Source Water Assessment Report
for McMinnville as required by the Federal Safe Water Drinking Act for the purpose of identifying potential sources of contamination to
source water used for drinking water. The full report is available for review by contacting McMinnville Water & Light at 503-472-6158.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

McMinnville Water & Light invites interested citizens to attend scheduled
Commission meetings. Dates and times of Commission meetings are published
monthly in the Government Calendar section of the News-Register.
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Scott Hill, Mayor
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Kem Carr, General Manager
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EN ESPAÑOL

Este Informe contiene informacion muy importante.
Traduscalo o hable con un amigo quien lo entienda bien.

HOW TO REACH US
Customer Service 503.472.6158
Payment Arrangements
503.434.9778
Engineering
503.472.6919
One Call Locates 1.800.332.2344
855 NE Marsh Lane - PO Box 638
McMinnville, OR 97128
www.mc-power.com

